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PREFACE

On April 11, 1994, President Cinton signed Executive Order 12906, "Coordi nati ng
Ceographic Data Acquisition and Access: The Nati onal Spati al Dat a
Infrastructure.” This executive order instructs Federal agencies to use the
Federal Geographic Data Conmittee (FGDC) "Content Standards for Digital Spatial
Met adat a, " dated June 8, 1994, to docunent new digital geospatial data begi nning
i n January 1995, and to provide these netadata to the public through the Nati onal
Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) d earinghouse.

Met adata are data about the ~content, quality, condition, and other
characteristics of the data. This standard specifies the infornation content of
nmet adata for digital spatial data produced by the U S. Geol ogi cal Survey (USGS)
Nat i onal Mappi ng Di vi sion (NVD) and provides comon term nol ogy and definitions
for NVMD netadata. Parts 2 through 9 provi de exanpl es of netadata for specific NVD
products based on this standard. The exanples provide the approved text for
descri bing NVD standard products and are conpliant with the FGC standard.

FGDC- conpliant nmetadata are required for all newy collected or produced USGS
digital geospatial data. Previously produced digital data will be docunented
according to the netadata standard and provided to the public through the NSDI
Cl eari nghouse i n accordance with Executive Oder 12906. Metadata for each NVD
product will be provided to the Sal es Data Base (SDB) by the organi zational unit
produci ng t he data.

This standard is maintai ned by the Mappi ng Applications Center of the NVD with
i nput fromthe other Mapping Centers and the Senior Program Advisors for Data
Production and I ntegration and for Data and I nformation Delivery. This docunent
wi || be maintai ned by change notices to, or revision of, the affected part(s).
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